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27 June 1955

MEHORANDUM FOR: Special Assistant to the Director

for Plexming =nd Develqpmmt

SURJECT : Lvéluatim of AVIATION Wr"."En{'ArhicJ.e on Accelerabed
Pied Piper Progrem ' . ’

REFIRIECE : COR-0059, dated 26 June 1958, Attached

1. Unfortunately, & major proklem in assessing the validley
of ke subject magazine article with Tegard to Project CORUNA is that
because of the extremely limited ecircle of CORONA-clenres persannel
it is exeeedingly Aifficult to ask questicas cutside CIA circles with-

back to 1946 vhen a Rand study determined the feasibility of placing
B sateilite in orbit, it aid zot begin to take shape untll Lockheed
was selected by ARDC in 1956 as the prime caatractor, after desim

with feanibility studies mm wnder the segis of Project Fesdbeek (Alr
Foree) and concluded in 1954, with the recommendation that a ploneer

visual reconnaissance system be attempted.

_ 3. mmgmus—nn~whaammmrnmngthenm-
naissance system to an Atlss ICR:, without eny attemnt beinz made to
Tecover s nose cone in the manner of CORONA. Instead, reliance wds
sloced on storage of information oa f1lm, magnetic or electrosiatic
tanc, with information retrieval teing accwmlished thru discharge

aa comsaand to campatible eguipment on the ground. In late 1957, Tollowing
successes of other missile research yrograms in achieving nosc eone
Te-exiry, it was decided to switeh to & rTecoveratle dsta canpule con-
cept and the Thor booster was substituted for the Atlzs, much in the
monner described in the article. wever, the allusion to varochute
Tecovery of the film, mentioned in the AVIATION Wou: ciory, appears

t. e logieal speculation rather thar: ineide information.
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5, A muber of the details of the magazine srticls with respect
to welght of satellite, height of orbit are at same varimoe with the

'rmmmmammmm.mmmrm

ghip. Noﬂﬂmafmeeuorfmﬂmmeanuptordnignhm
mede in the nsme of the Aly Foree.
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- 6e mmm&awﬁmaunam:mmm
ummwmmumvmamm
muuns,ohm'emmhm&thttm’n
awmmtmmMmuammmmm
¥ith a considershle smount of editorisl speculation snl covious dednetiem. s}
For ezmaple, nnmmmmmwmm
Systems Division cames (1) from Sumyvale, California, and (2) that
itiahnltmmthemgnizmdn.s..m,mcﬂw
mmmmdmumm,mmmcumw
a8 part of the "imside truth” tenor of the article. Certainly it
would sppesx that nothing in the article 1s of a nature go

that it should cause changes in the orientation of CORGHA. It is
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